The people behind the papers - Masanori Abe and Reiko Kuroda.
One of the most obvious examples of left-right asymmetry in animal bodies comes from snails: in most species or strains, the shells coil dextrally, but some coil sinistrally. The control of coiling is genetic and begins in the early embryo. Previous work has implicated the formin diaphanous in the regulation of snail shell chirality, and a new paper in Development now decisively proves its involvement, thanks to the first application of CRISPR/Cas9 gene knockouts in molluscs. We caught up with the author team behind the paper: Masanori Abe and his supervisor Reiko Kuroda, Professor at Chubu University in Japan (recently moved from Tokyo University of Science), to find out more.